
U3 L1-6 Situation and Equation Match 7.NS.1 

 

 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 
Students should be divided into small groups or pairs. Each group will get a set of problems and equations cards.  
 
The cards should be mixed and placed in two separate areas. Students should read a problem, and select the equation 
that matches. Students should be able to justify why they made a match.  
 
When all students have completed the task, they should be encouraged to share their justification with another group or 
to the entire class.  Encourage students to explain their thought process instead of just saying the equation.  
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A hot air balloon rose 
534 feet above the 

ground. It wasn’t high 
enough, so it rose 

another 115 feet. What is 
the new height of the 

balloon? 

534 + 115 = x  

Joe went with Outdoor 
Adventure Club to 

explore caves. On his 
first try, he descended 

52 ft. On his second try, 
descended 115 feet. 

What is the total 
amount of feet he 

descended? 

-52 + -115 = x 

Rose used her debit card 
to buy a $12.50 pair of 
pants. She had $100 in 

her account. How much 
does she have now? 

100 – 12.50 = x  

Joy’s dog dug a hole that 
was 14 in. deep. His 
neighbor’s dog dug a 

hole that was 5 in. deep. 
What is the difference in 
the depth of the holes? 

14 – 5 = x 

An airplane begins its 
flight at 32,000 feet. It 

descends 2,225 feet half-
way through the trip. 

What is the height of the 
airplane for the second 

half of the trip? 

32000 – 2225 = x  

Ashley wants to go to 
the movies. She has $5. 
Popcorn, a drink, and a 
movie cost $12.50 How 
much more money does 

she need? 

12.50 – 5 = x 

Nicholas owes $5 on his 
school lunch account. He 
pays $20 on the account. 

How much is in his 
account now? 

-5 + 20 = x  

The all-time high 
temperature in Chicago 

was 101℉.  
The low temperature 

was -21℉.  What is the 
temperature change? 

101 – (-21) = x 

The Jr. Tackle football 
team gains 30 yards. 

Then they lose 21 yards. 
What is the total yardage 

change? 

30 – 21 = x  

The Big Apple Coaster 
takes about 3 minutes to 

complete. The average 
wait time to ride is 30 

minutes. How long is the 
entire experience? 

3 + 30 = x 

 


