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Nonfiction Chapter Books  
 

The unit begins with instruction on how to make a basic type of information 

book—the picture book.  Children will then create several information chapter 

books filled with elaboration, interesting text elements, and pictures that support 

the meaning of the text.  

In the first set of lessons, students will create a folder full of information texts, re-

visit many of these texts repeatedly, and revise them independently.  These first 

books will resemble nonfiction picture books.  The writers will learn to “write a 

lot” using a teaching voice.  They will also learn to use readers’ questions to add 

and subtract information to better their writing.  Students will also be revisiting 

some of the skills they learned in the previous narrative unit—planning, writing 

big words, and drawing—in the context of informational writing. 
 

During the second grouping of lessons, students will write chapter books and 

learn how to structure them using a mentor text.  Students will learn to write new 

nonfiction elements such as how-to pages, stories, introductions, and conclusions.  

They will also learn new ways to elaborate: comparisons, examples, and elements 

of persuasion.  Students will also continue to practice self-assessing in order to 

make their books stronger. 
 

In the last set of lessons, children will write chapter books with increasing inde-

pendence.  Whereas in the previous set of lessons children learned how to struc-

ture a chapter book, in this section they will take all they have learned and set 

goals to write new (and better!) chapter books.  The writing of the students will 

also be strengthened with lessons on craft and punctuation.  All of this work will 

lead to one last celebration, during which children will choose their favorite book 

to share with an audience. 

About this 
Unit 

 

Additional 
Information 

Students will continue to participate in a writer’s workshop during a daily, dedi-

cated writing time.  The daily workshop is set up so that students will be pre-

sented with a mini-lesson and then be sent off to write as the teacher confers with 

students both individually and in small groups.  

 

Attached to this newsletter are a grade level specific checklist and an example of 

proficient student writing for this unit’s genre of writing.  Please contact your stu-

dent’s teacher should you have any further questions. 


